Dear fellow members of the DCH;
As some of you know, Bente and I have always enjoyed the Camping / RV life wherefore
when we were approaching retirement age, we started to plan our “dream tour of the U.S.
of A”.
We have decided to share some of our experiences, and what better way than letting you
have a sneak peek into the email letters we sent to family and friends as the tour has
progressed. So here we go…
April 24, 2014
Hello Family and Friends;
Our “grand tour of the U.S. of A” has started. We left Houston on April 20, 2014 at 9:00am
- about 2 weeks delayed. We did not think the weather was ready for us and on top of that
Bente came down with a serious kidney infection and was hospitalized a few days.
Anyhow, we are now rolling and our first stop was at South Llano River State Park just
outside of Junction, TX. We stayed there 2 days and then moved another 300 miles west on
I-10 to Davis Mountain State Park in Fort Stockton, TX which as you may know is the
gateway to Big Bend. We plan to stay here about a week and will report back when we
have interesting news.

April 29, 2013
We have spent the last week here at DAVIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK (if you have not seen it
before your need to come here). The park is beautifully located in Davis Mountains with
breath taking views, plenty of wild life, a place ideally for relaxation (no cellphone
connection).

We traveled back in time the other day and experienced the arrival of the U.S. Army back in
1854. The army built the fort which later on gave name to the town of Fort Davis. It was a
tough life back then and people did not get old. On the army post there is a hospital where
you can see the instruments used to heal the patients - among other things a hack saw for
amputations.
We spend another day going down to Big Bend - again if you have not been there you need
to come and see. In addition to all the tourist the park has inhabitants like JAVELINAS,
BEARS, MOUNTAIN LIONS, CYOTES, RATTLE SNAKES, SCOPIONS, SPIDERS of all kinds you name it and its most likely there - very interesting. They have now opened up the
border crossing to BOQUILLAS, MEXICO - bring your passport.

Well I-10 is calling so tomorrow morning (April 30) we will lay another thin layer of rubber
over a distance of approx. 300 miles to Deming, New Mexico. Stay tuned for more news.
May 6, 2014
The good old Willie Nelson song ON THE ROAD AGAIN has been blasting out in the RV. We
left Davies Mountain State Park an eternity ago and drove west. We made a quick stop in
Deming NM and much to our surprise discovered that we were running low on
wine. Consequently we made a decision to make an emergency stop in Tucson, AZ, simply
because Finn a couple of months ago read an article in the Houston Chronicle about a little
known winery (Charron) just south of Tucson.
We had a fun time tasting and buying wine so we are good for now when it comes to the
wine.

The following day we made a day trip to SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK. It is an amazing park
in a very rugged area with the most beautiful cactuses and among others the worlds tallest
cactus. It was interesting to learn that cactuses actually can be 100 plus years old and
some of them takes about 100 years to get to the flowering stage where after they die!!

In Tucson we stayed at the largest camp ground we have ever been at. It was a 55 years
and up facility with a combination of RV sites and retirement homes a total of almost 500
sites!!
After Tucson we headed north up through Phoenix and further on to Williams just outside
Flagstaff, AZ. We rode some pretty fantastic Interstate Hwy mountain route - the view was
breadth taking but unfortunately Bente don't like this type of up and down road way. We
managed to creep up to 6000 ft. above sea level and here in Williams we are at 2095
meters above sea level. Yesterday we made a day trip to Grand Canyon!! It is as always a
magnificent experience even though we both thought that the park has changed

dramatically since we were here 25 years ago. Now it is very much commercialized and in
our opinion the charm of the park is gone.

The weather is awful today - dropping temperatures down to the low 60s (12-15 degr. C)
with heavy wind up to 35-40 miles per hour!! Not the type of weather we care to drive in so
we are hanging out here in Williams for an extra day until the winds calm down.
The city (fresh) water pressure here at the camp ground is so high that it has damaged our
fresh water plastic valves. Have just made a booking with a repair facility outside Las
Vegas so we will head over there for repair later in the week. And by the way now when we
are talking about spending money we had to buy 4 new tires for the jeep yesterday (we
knew that was coming but would have preferred to wait another month or so - this is the
most expensive tires we have ever bought - $ 285.00 each installed!!!!).
Have a fantastic day and stay tuned.

May 18, 2014
Here we are again, alive and kicking. Remember in our last message we arrived a day early
to the Las Vegas area to have our fresh water problem solved? We arrived to the repair
facility an hour early and checked the RV in. As we were leaving to go shopping I asked the
service manager if he wanted me to show him where the problem was which he agreed
to. As soon as I opened the compartment with the valve control board he declared that
they could not fix this and that I had to go to an authorized RV dealer ship. I then asked
him where I could find a dealer ship for our RV and he had no idea!!!

Well we drove back to the camp ground and relaxed the remaining part of the day. Next
morning I decided to take another look at the problem. I dismantled the valve in question
and discovered the valve was equipped with 4 rubber O-rings. I drove in to nearby
BOULDER CITY and found an ACE HARDWARE store. Spoke to their plumber guy he found
the O-rings I needed. On my way out the door he asked if I had some food grade grease I
could put on the valve - needless to say that I did not have that. In any event I left ACE
with a financial damage of $ 12.50!!! Drove back to the camp ground and re-installed the
valve and believe it or not the problem is solved.
Enough of this trouble. We are at LAKE MEAD RV RESORT and in my opinion the best camp
ground we have been at the last 10-12 years!! We are 5 miles from Hoover Dam and about
20 miles from Las Vegas. Bente and I toured the Hoover Dam almost a full day and boys
and girls this is the most impressive master piece of construction I have ever seen
especially considered it was designed and build at a time where there was no
computers!! The project was completed 2 years ahead of schedule and under budget!!!! It
is fantastic how they figured it all out. For example if they had just poured the concrete in
one steady process it would have taken 125 years to cure however the system they
developed with concrete blocks only took 30 days to cure so when they had created one
block they left it to cure and went to another area and started a new block thereby giving
the blocks the time they needed to cure. I have been back at the dam 2 more times to take
it all in one more time.

We made a day trip to first Nevada State park, Valley of Fire. Beautiful rock formations and
stunning to look at. We also made a trip to down town Las Vegas one evening with our
neighbors here at the camp ground. We had dinner at the restaurant on top of "the
Needle" (the most expensive meal ever $ 54.00 for a steak and if you wanted anything to
go with the steak it was typically another $ 12-15.00) - the restaurant floor is rotating 360
degrees in one hour and we were lucky to watch the sunset from there. Afterwards to

drove the entire length of The Strip watching all the lights and busy people running from
one casino to the next.
We have extended our stay here with an extra week. The reason for this is our neighbors
left last Saturday morning in their Jeep and came back again Sunday evening. They had
been to our next destination, ZION NATIONAL PARK and BRYCE CANYON and believe it or
not they brought photos back showing them and their Jeep in a foot of snow!! We decided
that we would wait a little and give the snow a chance to melt.
We took a dinner cruise the other evening here on Lake Mead and got the opportunity to
see Hoover Dam from a boat - again very impressive.
For those of you who enjoy camping and the outdoors lie Lake Mead with Hoover Dam and
Las Vegas is definitely worth a trip. We will pack up and roll out Tuesday morning and will
spend the next week around ZION NATIONAL PARK. Stay tuned.
June 1, 2014
Here we again - greetings!! As you remember from part 4 we were ready to leave LAKE
MEAD and LAS VEGAS after2 weeks. We jumped on I-15 and moved close to 200 miles
north. We "landed" in a small town (LEEDS) in Utah. We decided to stop here for a couple
of reasons. 1) easy access to I-15 and shopping and 2) only about 28 miles from ZION
NATIONAL PARK.
As you will see from one of the photos our campsite was very close to a field where the
farmer was in a process harvesting something which looked very much as "Lucerne" as we
know from Denmark. His equipment was pretty old and we were watching him trying to get
that old stuff up and running. Only on the third day after a young female mechanic spend
most of the day helping him getting it running was he successful.
We made an all day trip to ZION. Jumped the shuttle bus and toured the park with a very
knowledgeable driver. We jumped off the shuttle a couple of times and ventured out on a
couple of small hiking trips. ZION is definitely another of these MUST SEE National
Parks. The following day we drove through ZION on our own on our way to BRYCE
NATIONAL PARK. We drove through a tunnel build in the 1930s about a mile long followed
by a steep incline with hairpin curves. As Bente stated later on "had she known we would
never have taken that route"!!!

BRYCE is another must see park - phenomenal rock formations. Again we jumped the
shuttle bus system and were driven around in the park with another knowledgably
driver. We also ventured out on our own little hiking trip from one bus stop to the next (not
very smart wearing flip flops Finn!!) After the shuttle bus trip we did a little driving around
in the park on our own.
Just outside Leeds was a small place called SILVER REEF. It turned out that a miner back
in the 1850/1860s was of the opinion that there was SILVER in the sand stone formations.
Mining started in the early 1870s and went on until the 1890s. SILVER REEF grew from a
handful of houses to a very busy town with a main street stretching for more than a mile
with houses and business establishments on both sides of the street. WELLS FARGO BANK
opened their bank building in 1876 and this building still stands. It is now converted into a
museum. A young man was manning the museum the day we were there and he proudly
showed us a German Bible from the late 1850s. Unfortunately we had some bad news for
the lad. The Bible was Danish and believe it or not our language has not developed more
than we with ease could read about the JULDAG (Christmas Day preaching)!! There were a
couple of other interested pieces in the museum. One was a SHERIF STAR as we all have
seen them but there was another item which looked like a SHERIF STAR however the
inscription was "BROTHEL INSPECTOR"!!!
After LEEDS we moved on to UTAH LAKE for a couple of days relaxation. Boys and girls, we
have never seen a boat facility as the one they have here. 3-4 boat ramps each capable of
launching 5 boats at the same time. As you can imagine a lot of activity. The lake is
surrounded by mountains and even here late May the mountains are snow covered at the
top.
After Lake Utah we moved further up I-15 to IDAHO FALLS in Idaho. Nice little town with a
nice boardwalk following the FALLS thru town. We here had the most fantastic BBQ we
have had in a long time.

A couple of days later we moved further up I-15 into Montana and is now camping out in a
small town called GARDINER about one mile from the North entrance to YELLOWSTONE
NATIONAL PARK. Yesterday we were on an 11 hours guided tour in the park where the
most important tourist attractions in the park were pointed out for us. During our tour we
saw the following wild life:

One MOOSE, ELKS inclusive a female ELK giving birth to a calf, one BLACK BEAR, tons of
BISONS, WHITE TAILED DEER, GEESE and DUCKS.

Believe it or not YELLOWSTONE is another must see National Park and even here late May /
early June both the facilities in the park and the small town of Gardiner are all very
busy. Make reservations if you intend to venture this way. We will move on in a couple of
days and our new destination is MOUNT RUSHMORE. Stay tuned.

June 15, 2014
Greetings from Iowa!! Before we start this 6thy report we need to rewind and go back to
Idaho Falls, Idaho. We forgot to tell you the following:
We were going shopping in the local WalMart and as we entered the store I told Bente that
Idaho is the state in the union which produces the most potatoes. We looked around and
believe it or not we actually did find bag of potatoes which looked exactly as NEW
POTATOES as we know them from Denmark. And sure enough they were as easy to peel as
we are used to and more importantly they tasted just as we remember the taste of new
potatoes from Denmark.
Forward again. As you remember from our last writing we were in YELLOWSTONE and
taking it all in. The last day we were in Yellowstone we decided to make one final Jeep trip
in the park. We came upon a small lake in a meadow and believe it or not right there was a
mama bear (black bear) with her 3 cubs playing in the water.

On the way back to the camp ground we came upon a road block (see photo of
Bison/Buffalo on the road).

After Yellowstone we took off with the destination THE BLACK HILS of South Dakota incl.
Mount Rushmore. The BLACK HILLS are gorgeous, with narrow winding roads and one lane
tunnels. Not sure how much you know about Mount Rushmore wherefore we will take the
liberty to tell the story here.
In the early to mid1920 a local South Dakota historian came up with the idea to have a
monument carved into the mountains just south of Rapid City SD. The idea was that it
would almost 100 pct sure attract tourism and thereby money to the area. Local political
support was generated and in turn support from Washington D.C. With the promise of
Federal, state and private funding an artist specializing in granite carving was hired. It
turned out to be a certain Mr. Borglum who happened to be the son of a Danish immigrant
family who had settled in Idaho. Mr. Borglum was hired and informed that the task was to
make a sculpture of a couple of local politician carved into the mountain side. Mr. Borglum
argued that he could do that but he was certain that a couple of local politicians would not
generate the tourist business they were looking for. He was invited to come up with
alternative ideas. He suggested that MOUNT RUSHMORE should show sculptures of some of
our most prominent forefathers and suggested the following president from left to right on
the photo: GEORGE WASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON, and THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. As the project was starting to gain momentum the governor of South
Dakota invited President Calvin Coolidge to come and see the selected site. The president
agreed and a 3 weeks summer vacation was arranged at the LODGE in what is today known
as CUSTER STATE PARK. During dinner one evening a local business man asked the
president if he liked fishing. President Coolidge had never fished before wherefore the
locals arranged for a training session a few days later. It turned out that the president was
very good at fishing and got so excited that he extended his stay to a total of 3
months. Little did he know that the locals had placed CHICKEN WIRE across the river east
and west of the lodge and filled that part of the river with fish.

The MOUNT RUSHMORE project was built with the help of some 400 miners most of them
very experienced in using dynamite. Lacking funding from time to time the project dragged
on and on for about 13/14 years and ended up being significant more expensive than
planned. The vision about attracting tourist was right and almost every day is very busy
with tourists from all over the world - again a MUST see if you get to this end of the U.S.
After THE BLACK HILLS OF SOUTH DAKOTA and MOUNT RUSHMORE we moved about 75
miles down the road to THE BAD LANDS of SOUTH DAKOTA. One will wonder why would
they name an area THE BAD LANDS? When you get here and see it you will
understand. Very rugged and not so friendly when it comes to farming. Just outside the
BAD LANDS National Park was a small town named WALL. When you drive on I-90 in South
Dakota you will see a lot of bill boards informing of WALL DRUG!!! We decided to go and
see what WALL DRUG meant. It was a couple of city block filled with all kinds of tourist
stores and restaurants and no end to what kind of tourist goodies (junk) you can buy. The
place was filled with tourist and all of them spending money. A very clever idea of the old
pharmacist who founded the drug store in WALL.

After the BAD LANDS we continued our journey now with destination ELK HORN,
Iowa. More about ERLK HORN in our next communication. HAPPY FATHER'S DAY.

June 22, 2014

As you remember we left you last time when we were ready to visit ELK HORN, Iowa. You
may ask why ELK HORN? The answer is plain and simple, it is here the Danish Immigrant
museum is located. It was a fantastic experience to visit this museum. There were stories
of early immigrants dating back 100-150 years and then one of the latest stories from
1982!! It was all very well arranged with a lot of Danish history mixed in to the exhibition
including a section from WW2 and the Danish effort to save the Danish Jews from the
Nazis. The museum contains a lot of old stuff nicely organized in glass enclosures.

We also visited the old windmill from Nr. Snede in Denmark. The local inn (kro) named
TIVOLI has authentic Danish food so we stopped in for a couple of Danish style open faced
sandwiches and rounded it all out with Danish coffee kringle, and let me tell you it was
delicious.

The people of Iowa seems to be very proud of their front yards. The lawns have all been
mowed and it all looks very pretty. Mind you they don't have yard crews like we have in

Texas - they do all the work themselves. It was interesting to notice that even families who
may have fell on hard times (no paint on the house for 15-20 years) still had a very pretty
front yard.
Well, if some of you have followed the news and weather forecasts for the UPPER MIDWEST
you will know that the weather has not really been on our side for almost 2 weeks by
now. We have seen a lot of rain, thunder storms inclusive some SEVERE THUNDER
STORMS. At one time we had the camp ground host come up and tell us that there was a
SEVERE THUNDER STORM WARNING WITH POSSIBILITY OF TORNADOS in effect for the
next 2 hours. We were advised to seek SHELTER if it got too "hairy". Let me tell you folks
that is not funny when you are in a somewhat flimsy structure like our RV. We decided
enough of this weather and took off the following morning. We have now changed our trip
routing. We have moved further south and are now traveling on I-70. The consequence of
this is we have decided to cut New England out of this year’s trip (will do New England next
year) and have added South Carolina with a little beach fun instead.
We are right now hanging out in Zanesville, Ohio and will continue mid next week towards
West Virginia. Stay tuned
Best personal regards
Bente, Finn and Max

July 3rd, 2014
Let us start out wishing all of you a HAPPY AND SAFE 4th of July.
As you remember we left you last time when we were in Zaneville, OH. Beautiful old town
with some European (German) influence. We even visited a small town outside of Zaneville
named DRESDEN!! Zaneville had some of all the shops we are used to from Houston and
we took the opportunity to fill up both the refrigerator and freezer. Unfortunately the
weather did continue with a shower or two every day. Well when we had enough of the
German hospitality at Wolfies camp ground we pulled out in pouring rain with destination
PIPESTEM, West Virginia.
Boys and girls let me tell you driving through West Virginia was a pleasant surprise. A
beautiful state definitely worth a visit. We were about 3 miles from PIPESTEM STATE PARK
when we came up upon an accident on this narrow winding road in rural WV. It was a
dump truck who had turned over and dumped a load of gravel on the road. The emergency
crew had a good time chit chatting with each other and it was evident that we were in a
rural area!! Had they set their road block up 1/3 mile earlier everything would have been
good. Unfortunately they did not so we were caught in a situation where we could not move
forward, and you cannot go in reverse with the Jeep hooked up, and on top of that we had
10-15 cars behind us. The firefighter told me that I could just cross over a church parking
lot and we would be on the road we could have turned onto 1/3 mile back. I tried but
realized that the Jeep would end up in the ditch so half the way through the turn I was
forced to disconnect the Jeep from the MH. When that was done I continued on to the
church parking lot (access road 8ft wide - and we are 8.5ft wide). The firefighter forgot to
tell me that the connection from the church parking lot to the other road was about 30-40ft
of dirt/gravel road which because of the rain had turned into a mud road. I realized that in
due time, backed up as much as I could and put the transmission selector in lowest gear

and fired up the MH. It was like being on a ski slope of a few second until I got "black top"
under all 6 wheels again.
We had a great time in PIPESTEM. It is a very large recreational area with Camping, Golf,
Tennis, Fishing, Boating and Horse Back riding. There is also a very nice lodge with a
restaurant. The interesting thing with the lodge and restaurant is it is only accessible via an
AIR TRAM equipped with 4 person gondolas. Everything from food, bedding, staff, guest
and their luggage needs to be transported by the AIR TRAM.
After a few days at PIPESTEM we moved out again and are now hanging out at JORDAN
LAKE FRECREATIONAL AREA in North Carolina. A very large complex with about 1000 camp
sites spread over 3-4 camp grounds. June 29 was a nice day - the first day in more than 3
weeks where we did not get any rain in a 24 hour period - we talked about that we easily
could get used to that. Now 3-4 days later we are sitting here and watching the weather
channel and can see our next destination Huntington Beach, SC is getting ready to be
hammered by the season’s first Hurricane (Arthur). We will stay put here at JORDAN LAKE
until Sunday and hopefully everything will be O.K. along the South Carolina coast. Stay
tuned.
July 19, 2014
The South Caroline coast line was very lucky and escaped the hurricane. We spend 5
fabulous days at Huntington Beach. All 3 of us enjoyed getting in the Atlantic Ocean. The
waves were as we remembered from when we were living in NJ. Max enjoyed biting the
waves in half, at least that was what he thought he was doing.
HUNTINGTON BEACH has escaped the commercializing one can see in MYRTLE BEACH. In
MYRTLE BEACH it is one hotel next to each other. Parking on the ocean side of the street
was US$ 5.00 per hour!! Walking on the board walk connecting the hotels was free
however a walk on the fishing pier was US$ 1.00 per person, granted valid for the entire
day but still kind of crazy considering it was a public pier. You can easily travel to Myrtle
Beach and leave you swim gear at home. Every other store sells everything you need for a
day on the beach.
One thing which we thought was interesting at HUNTINGTON BEACH was that apparently it
was O.K. (legal) to drive your golf car (electric or gas) on the public streets.
We left Huntington Beach about a week ago and were going as fast as we could through the
Blue Ridge and Smokey mountains without really having time to enjoy them. We had a
couple of reasons to do so. First of all we saw the scenery many years ago so we agreed
that we could go in detail another time. For us it was more important to get to a camp
ground where we could watch the soccer (fodbold) finals (Holland against Brazil - congrats
Holland, and Germany against Argentina - congrats Germany). One must have his priorities
in order - ha ha.
We spent the last few days at a Corps of Engineer camp ground in Tennessee just outside
Nashville. Beautiful park and for retirees like us US$ 10.00 per night!!! We spent a full day
in Nashville where we started out with a guided bus tour and afterwards took in some of the
tourist points on our own. If you are into country and western music definitely a place to
spend a day or two.
We are right now hanging out in a state park in Arkansas. Strange place - room for about
120 campers and all together we are 4 families spread all over the park!!!
Today we visited a small town named Washington. Washington was founded in 1700
something and a couple of civil war battles were carried out around this town. Today the

entire town is one big museum, where you can enter into several buildings and get a feeling
for what was going on back then. The town has the largest Magnolia tree we have ever
seen. It was planted in 1836 and is still standing.
We can almost see Texas from here so tomorrow morning we will pull out and move over to
Lake Whitney a little outside of Waco. Stay tuned.

July 24, 2014
As we all know all good things must come to an end - the same goes for our TOUR OF THE
U.S. of A.
We will hit our drive way in Houston this weekend after an amazing trip. We have thrown a
snow ball, experienced severe rain while driving, really severe thunder storms while
camping, we ran away from a bunch of tornados and had to put the brakes on (slow down)
for the season’s first hurricane. In between we have seen a lot of sunshine, and really
enjoyed the experience.
A few stats:
We have traveled 20 states!
7,400 miles in the Motor home!
3,800 miles in the Jeep
97 overnight stays in camp grounds (private, federal and state camp grounds).
If anybody has the time and energy we strongly recommend you try something similar if not
plain and simple follow in our footsteps.
In closing we have included a few of our favorite photos and at this time we would like to
thank every one of you for your interest in our adventure. If you have any questions please
feel free to contact us. Thanks and have a fantastic day.

Best personal regards,

Bente, Finn and Max

